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“This book shows the fascinating achievement of
an innovative inter-disciplinary methodology
integrating sociology with historical archival
analyses of Salonica in a time of major changes.”
Prof. Gérard Nahon, Directeur d’Études
honoraire, École Pratique des Hautes Études,
Section des Sciences Religieuses, Sorbonne, Paris
“Meron tracks changes in demography and
politics in a major commercial center of the Jewish
Diaspora during the tumultuous inter-war period.
The result will be of serious interest to students of
ethnic economies and ethnic diasporas anywhere
in the world.” Ivan Light, Professor of Sociology
at the University of California, Los Angeles
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Orly C. Meron is a Senior Lecturer in the Jewish History
Department and the Interdisciplinary Department for Social
Sciences at the Bar-Ilan University, Israel. Her current interests
include ethnic economies of recent migrants as well as permanent
minorities and specifically the economic history of Jewish
Sephardic communities before World War II.

“This beautifully written, elegantly theorized and
painstakingly researched book tells the story of
Jewish economic activities in Salonica. Applying
methods and data from several scholarly
disciplines, it brings to light an important but
understudied chapter in Jewish and European
economic history.” Steven Gold, Professor and
Graduate Program Director, Department of
Sociology, Michigan State University
“National historiographies usually mask the
significance of the entrepreneurial activities of
ethnic minorities in the economies of host countries. But Meron produces a fascinating book that
forms a paradigm of the response and adjustment
of an ethnic minority, from an old multicultural
eastern empire to a modern peripheral European
national state.” Professor Gelina Harlaftis,
Department of History, Ionian University, Corfu
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